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What the federal govern- 
ment is doing to reflect 
and respond to Canada’s 
diversity — a benchmark 
report. 


The Gemini/Gémeaux 
awards salute multi- 
cultural portrayal in 
television programming. 


Find out what three 
national organizations 
are doing to promote 
harmonious race rela- 
tions in Canada. 


Multiculturalism and  Multiculturalisme et 
Citizenship Canada Citoyenneté Canada 


MINISTER’S 
MESSAGE 


As we approach March 21, the /nternational Day for the Elimination of 
Racial Discrimination, 1 am very pleased to have this opportunity, through 
Together, to acknowledge the work of all those Canadians, inside and outside the 
federal government, who have contributed to the fight against racism over the 
past twelve months. 

“Racism” is an ugly word and its reality is uglier still. It is not something we 
Canadians like to accuse one another of. We do not want to think of our society 
as discriminatory or intolerant. The fact of the matter is, however, that racism is 
part of the fabric of Canadian society and has been for a long time. In the past, to 
our shame, we have too easily and too often side-stepped or simply ignored the 
issue. To our credit, I believe those days of indifference and ignorance are over. 

In 1989, we faced up to the fact that racial discrimination in Canada is more 
than an isolated phenomenon. It is pervasive. In one form or another, it is present 
in virtually every sector and facet of our society: from the shop floor to the 
boardroom; from housing to police and other public services; from municipal 
governments to the federal government itself. Not even our most respected 
national institutions have been exempted from the charge. 

In 1989, we also took, as a society, the first concrete steps towards real 
change. While I do not want to exaggerate what we have accomplished, I am 
proud of the initiatives undertaken by our department. Our work with the Federa- 
tion of Canadian Municipalities, the Canadian Association of Chiefs of Police, 
the City of Toronto, the Canadian Labour Congress, the City of Vancouver Police 
Department, and with so many other institutions, organizations and governments 
is proof that our society can and will respond to this issue. We do not have to 
accept discrimination and we will not. And the work we have begun will 
continue. 

At the same time, however, I believe all of us involved in the fight against 
racism must be very clear about what it is we are trying to achieve. 

We are not trying to achieve a tolerant society. Tolerance is putting up with 
something, accepting it, living with it because there is no alternative. We have to 
move beyond tolerance. 

This is not a question of semantics. The correlation between thought and 
language is not of academic interest alone. Words are the tools we use to describe 
and define ourselves and our beliefs. When we use terms such as “racial 
equality”, for example, we are implicitly saying there is more than one race. 
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National Citizenship 
Week 1990 


During the week of April 15 
to 21, Canadians will have 
the opportunity to cele- 
brate the spirit, values and 
symbols that define us as a 
people and a nation. Be 
part of the National 
Citizenship Week activities 
in your community. To 
obtain information or 
activity materials, contact 
the Communications 
Branch, Department of the 
secretary of State, 
Ottawa, Ontario K1A OM5. 


Why is this point important? To believe that there is actually more than one 
race in the human species, even if such a belief does not carry with it a presump- 
tion of inferiority or superiority, is to give credibility to those who do want to find 
such differences. 

In the aftermath of the Third Reich, with its myth of Aryan supremacy and its 
ultimate terrible consequence, the Holocaust, the United Nations called upon the 
world’s leading anthropologists, geneticists, biologists and other scientists to 
determine once and for all the issue of race and races. Their findings are clear and 
unequivocal and over thirty years of further scientific study have only confirmed 
the original findings: there is only one human race. Whether we are white, 
brown, black, red, yellow or any other hue, we all share one common ancestry. 

Racism is not going to disappear overnight just because we recognize and 
comprehend the common humanity of all mankind. But in doing so, we take 
away from racism any pretension to scientific validity or rational justification. 
We expose prejudice for what it is, the act of bigotry pure and simple. And once 
so isolated, we can and will eliminate it, with every resource available to us. 

I firmly and absolutely believe that racism is not an inevitable and unalterable 
characteristic of human society. It is an invention and, in the recorded history, a 
recent invention at that. It has been learned. It can and will and must be 
unlearned. 

As individuals, we may be very different from one another, including the 
degree of our intelligence. As members of specific ethnocultural groups, we may 
- or may not - share similar physical features. As communities, we may through 
usage and necessity have acquired specific and unique customs and traditions. 
But we are, every one of us, members of this one species. Within each of us lie 
the same essential characteristics, the same essential potential. 

Our objective in the fight against racism is not racial equality but, simply, 
equality: a society in which all Canadians share the same opportunity to 
participate, in whatever way and manner they choose. 

We have a long way yet to go. But the journey has begun. 


vie 


Gerry Weiner 
Minister of State, Multiculturalism and Citizenship 
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Keeping tabs on our progress 


Passed unanimously by Parliament 
in July 1988, the Canadian Multicul- 
turalism Act is a historic document. 
The new law officially recognizes 
Canadian multiculturalism as a funda- 
mental characteristic of Canadian 
society and an integral part of the deci- 
sion-making apparatus of the federal 
government. It commits the federal 
government to ensuring that all Canadi- 
ans can participate fully and without 
discrimination in defining and building 
the country’s future. 

The Minister of State for Multicul- 
turalism and Citizenship is responsible 
for reporting annually to Parliament on 
progress made throughout government 
in implementing the multiculturalism 
policy. This annual report is an impor- 
tant part of the accountability mecha- 
nism which ensures that federal 
departments and agencies are taking 
concrete steps to respond to their obli- 
gations under the Act. 

To fulfil this responsibility, the 
department has recently produced the 
first Annual Report on the Operation of 
the Canadian Multiculturalism Act 
1988/1989. A benchmark against which 
future progress may be measured, the 
Annual Report provides Parliament and 
individual Canadians with a compre- 
hensive and up-to-date account of what 
the federal government is doing to 
reflect and respond to Canada’s 
diversity. 

The Minister of State for Multicul- 
turalism and Citizenship plays a vital 
role in carrying out the obligations set 
out in the Canadian Multiculturalism 
Act. In addition to developing special 
government initiatives in the area of 
multiculturalism and administering pro- 
grams within his own department, the 
Minister is also responsible for ensur- 
ing a coordinated cross-government 
approach to implementing multicultur- 
alism policy. 

The Annual Report highlights the 
major public policy measures the Gov- 
ernment introduced in 1988/89. These 
developments mark a substantial 
change in the way government 
responds to the multicultural reality of 
the nation. Undoubtedly, the most sig- 
nificant of these was the passage of the 
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Canadian Multiculturalism Act. Other 
milestones include: 

¢ The announcement by the Prime 
Minister, on September 15, 1988 of the 
creation of a new Department of Multi- 
culturalism and Citizenship. Bill C-18, 
an Act to establish this Department, has 
been tabled in Parliament and reviewed 
by a legislative committee. 


+ Also in September 1988, the 
announcement by the Prime Minister of 
the Japanese Canadian Redress Agree- 
ment to provide redress to Canadians of 
Japanese ancestry for injustices they 
suffered during and after the Second 
World War. 

¢ In the context of this agreement, the 
Prime Minister announced the Govern- 
ment’s commitment to establish a 
Canadian Race Relations Foundation to 
contribute to the elimination of racism 
and racial discrimination in Canada. 

¢ For the first time in Canada, March 
21, 1989 the International Day for the 
Elimination of Racial Discrimination 
was the focal point for a major public 
education campaign to enlist the sup- 
port of all Canadians to help eliminate 
discrimination. 

In addition, the Minister of State for 
Multiculturalism and Citizenship 
announced the restructuring of the 
activities of the Multiculturalism Sector 
into four new directions directly linked 
to the commitments set out in the 


Canadian Multiculturalism Act: Race 
Relations and Cross-Cultural Under- 
standing; Heritage Cultures and Lan- 
guages; Community Support and 
Participation; and the Cross-Govern- 
ment Commitment. The Annual Report 
includes a brief description of activities 
representative of the work of the Multi- 
culturalism Sector during 1988/89. 

The Report also summarizes the 
progress made to date on the cross-gov- 
ernment commitment, and includes a 
detailed description of the actions taken 
by federal departments and agencies 
during the first year of the Act. There is 
considerable variety in the responses of 
federal institutions to their responsibili- 
ties under the Act. 

Here are some of the initiatives taken 
by federal departments and agencies 
during the period under review. 
¢ Federal Business Development 
Bank: expanded an outreach program 
to the ethnocultural business commu- 
nity; and established ethnocultural 
advisory committees in major cities. 

+ Canadian Broadcasting Corporation: 
set up a program to train visible minor- 
ity writers in preparing dramatic scripts 
for television. 

+ Royal Canadian Mounted Police: set 
a target level of five per cent for visible 
minority employees, and established a 
special recruitment team to help meet 
this goal. 

Even though there is much work yet 
to be done, it is clear that progress has 
been made towards achieving the goal 
of equality for all Canadians. As Mr. 
Weiner says in the Foreword to the 
Report: 

“The goals we have set for ourselves 
are not short-term goals which can be 
reached in one year. Only sustained, 
persistent effort by all of us will make 
the principles of this Act a part of the 
daily lives of Canadians.” 

Over the coming months, the report 
will be reviewed by the Standing Com- 
mittee on Multiculturalism and Citizen- 
ship. This parliamentary review process 
in itself is an important step in the 
implementation of the Canadian 
Multiculturalism Act. 
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Canadian Race Relations Foundation 


On February |, 1990, Multicultural- 
ism and Citizenship Minister Gerry 
Weiner tabled a bill to establish the 
Canadian Race Relations Foundation. 
One of the cornerstones in the federal 
government's strategy to eliminate 
racism and racial discrimination in 
Canadian society, the Foundation's 
goal will be to foster the development, 
exchange and application of know- 
ledge and expertise in this area. 

To achieve its objectives, the Foun- 
dation will: 

* carry out research activities that 
contribute to an understanding of the 
nature of racism and racial discrimina- 
tion; 

¢ publish and distribute information 
to researchers, community organiza- 
tions, institutions, government and 
interested members of the public; 

¢ establish and maintain a compre- 
hensive resource library for use by 
interested groups; 

¢ develop training programs and 
materials; 


¢ collaborate with business, labour 
and public institutions to establish and 
support programs and activities aimed 
at eliminating racial discrimination; 
and 

* institute programs to increase public 
awareness of racial discrimination. 

The establishment of the The Cana- 
dian Race Relations Foundation is one 
of the initiatives announced as part of 
the Japanese Canadian Redress Agree- 
ment. Half of the $24 million endow- 
ment it Will receive from the federal 
government will be contributed on 
behalf of the Japanese Canadian com- 
munity, in commemoration of those 
who suffered injustices during and 
after World War II. Financial support 
from the private sector, community 
sources and other levels of goverment 
may also be forthcoming. 

The principal office of the Founda- 
tion will be located in Metropolitan 
Toronto, and the Foundation will pro- 
vide access to its resources throughout 
Canada. 


ae 
From the Race Relations Directorate 


Multiculturalism and Citizenship 
Canada supports many local and 
national organizations in their efforts 
to promote equality and cross-cultural 
understanding. And, as the following 
two projects demonstrate, there is 
more than one way to raise public 
awareness about issues in this field. 

Out on the west coast, the Arts in 
Action Society is using a wide range 
of media to speak out against racism. 
Last fall, for example, the group spon- 
sored a major art exhibit as part of its 
Art Against Racism Project. Designed 
to stimulate public discussion about 
the issue, the show brought together 
traditional and multi-media art forms 
from Canada and abroad. The featured 
exhibits included a display of chil- 
dren's art supplied by the Vancouver 
School Board and a cartoon display 
looking at the lighter side of 


race relations issues. 

A selection of these artworks will 
be shown across Canada later this 
spring as the exhibition travels to 
Calgary, Winnipeg, Toronto, Montreal 
and St. John's. Project organizers have 
produced a bilingual exhibition cata- 
logue and a teacher's guide as promo- 
tional aids for the cross-country tour. 

One high-profile national organiza- 
tion is using the mass media to get its 
message across. B'nai Brith of Canada 
is producing a series of four public 
service announcements (PSAs) featur- 
ing well-known English and French 
Canadian media personalities speaking 
out against racism. Designed to reach 
as wide an audience as possible, the 
PSAs will be distributed to indepen- 
dent commercial TV stations as well 
as to major television networks and 
radio stations across the country. 


New Commission 
Announced 


. … on on 
centre for the international 
recognition of studies, 
degrees and diplomas is soon 
to be established in Canada. 
he centre’s major responsi- 
_ bility will be to facilitate the 
implementation of the 
UNESCO Convention on the 
Recognition of Studies, 
Diplomas and Degrees by: 
roviding up-to-date infor- 
mation to assist universities, 
colleges and professional 


equivalencies for foreign 
legrees and diplomas, and 

promoting the recognition 

_ of Canadian degrees and _ 
diplomas i in other countries. 


As a joint “federal -provin- 
al initiative in education, 
the information centre will 
receive $50 000 per year over — 
ext three years from the 
lo Minis rs of Edu- 
tion, with equal funding 
provided by the Department 
_ of the Secretary of State. Its 
members will be chosen by 
the provinces, the federal 
government and interested 
organizations. — 


_ The creation of this nation- 
al information centre will 
eatly assist the process of 
establishing equivalences, 
which is one of the major dis- 


ae criminatory barriers faced by 


many new Canadians with 
respect to their educational 

_ credentials and working 
experience. 
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Building a better Canada 


March 21, 1990 marks the 30th 
anniversary of the Sharpeville mas- 
sacre in South Africa, when peaceful 
demonstrators against apartheid were 
wounded and killed. In 1966, the 
United Nations commemorated this 
tragic event by declaring March 21 the 
International Day for the Elimination 
of Racial Discrimination. 

Here in Canada, the federal govern- 
ment has identified the day as a focal 
point for a major campaign to increase 
public awareness of race relations 
issues and to encourage Canadians to 
become personally involved in the 
effort to eliminate racism and racial 
discrimination in our society. 

Last year, many Canadians from 
coast to coast demonstrated their com- 
mitment to eradicating racism and 
their belief that justice and equality for 
all are fundamental and attainable 
goals. In North Bay, for example, over 
1000 students and members of the 
public crowded into Canadore Col- 
lege’s gymnasium and auditorium to 
commemorate March 21. Students at 
St. Francis Xavier University in Nova 
Scotia organized panel discussions on 
issues of equality, and many churches 
in Prince Edward Island distributed 
promotional material from Multicul- 
turalism and Citizenship Canada to 
their parishioners. In all, over 52 
municipalities, from Salmon Arm, 
British Columbia to St. John’s, 
Newfoundland officially proclaimed 
the day. 

Building on the “Together We’re 
Better” theme used in 1989, the 
department’s 1990 public education 
campaign includes a new information 
kit of ideas and materials, an outdoor 
advertising “blitz” in eight major 
cities, public messages by Minister 
Weiner and a variety of public service 
announcements. 

Again this year the department is 
working in partnership with key 
members of major sectors across the 


Be SRS AS 
“Together, 
We’re Better!” 


Any act of racism by one Cana- 
dian against another hurts everyone in 
this country, and diminishes us all. 
We start to lose the best of what we 
are — and can be — as Canadians. 

Governments can take the lead in 
eliminating racism and racial dis- 
crimination, but the effort must 
involve us all: educators, 
industry, labour, the justice 
system, the media and 
people in every region of 
the country. 

The promise of this 
nation depends on the 
strength, equality and diverse 
cultural heritage of its people. 


country to promote awareness of race 
relations issues and support for the 
day’s activities. Its 1990 partnerships 
include community associations, 
unions, police, educators, media, other 
federal departments and agencies, and 
provincial and municipal govern- 
ments. An advisory com- 
mittee made up of 
representatives from 
these sectors 1s pro- 
viding the depart- 
ment with advice 
and guidance. 

For more informa- 
tion about the /nterna- 
tional Day to Eliminate 
Racial Discrimination and 
how you can take part, contact Com- 
munications Branch, Multiculturalism 
and Citizenship Canada, Ottawa, 
Ontario K1A OMS or one of the 
department’s regional offices. The fol- 
lowing materials are available: 

21 New Things To Do brochure, 

* posters, 

¢ Together We’ re Better buttons, 

+ Am I Together? quiz, 

+ Reach for the Sky booklet of 
contest-winning ideas, 

¢ Eliminating Racial Discrimination 
in Canada booklet, and 

* aresource guide of publications, 
films and audio-visual materials. 


Action taken against racism today 
determines the kind of society we will 
live in tomorrow. Join us in meeting 
the challenges and opportunities of a 
new decade, by taking a personal 
stand against racism and racial dis- 
crimination in Canada. 
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A tribute to excellence 


Once again last December, multicul- 
turalism was in the spotlight at the 
Canadian television industry’s biggest 
celebration of achievement. The 
occasion was the prestigious 
Gemini/Gémeaux awards ceremonies, 
when the industry pays tribute to its 
own in two extravaganzas that are 
broadcast live to over a million 
viewers. 

Last year, Multiculturalism and Citi- 
zenship Minister Gerry Weiner was on 
hand to announce that the first special 
Gemini Award for excellence in multi- 
cultural portrayal in television program- 
ming would go to the CBC series, 
Degrassi Junior High. This year, 
Degrassi producers Linda Schuyler and 
Kit Hood presented the Multiculturalism 


Award at a ceremony held in Metro 
Toronto’s Convention Centre. 

The 1989 winner was Inside Stories, 
an anthology of 13 television programs 
that depict life in a cosmopolitan city as 
seen through the eyes of its ethnocultur- 
ally diverse inhabitants. As producer 
Paul De Silva observed, the anthology’s 
vitality and authenticity can be credited 
in large part to the creative input of its 
writers, directors and performers, many 
of them from diverse cultural back- 
grounds. 

At a separate ceremony in Montreal 
on December 10, Le Prix Gémeaux du 
multiculturalisme was awarded to 
David chez les Coréens, a documentary 
produced by Nanouk Films. The film 
tells the story of an 11-month-old 


On the college campus 


More and more, Canada’s cultural 
diversity is being reflected in the stu- 
dent make-up of community colleges 
across the country. Recently, the 
Association of Canadian Community 
Colleges (ACCC) initiated a project to 
determine how well its member 
colleges represent the characteristics of 
the communities they serve. 

Now in the research stage, the 
project is designed to: 
¢ document the challenges faced by 
colleges in this area as well as the ini- 
tiatives undertaken to meet them; 


+ evaluate institutional responses to 
the needs of minority groups in the 
community; and 


Korean boy who is adopted by a family 
in Quebec and returns to Korea at the 
age of 13 during the 1988 Seoul Sum- 
mer Olympics. Through personal 
reflection and through regular live radio 
broadcasts back to Quebec, David pro- 
vides a sensitive insight into aspects of 
cultural diversity. 

Both Le Prix Gémeaux and the 
Gemini Award in multiculturalism are 
selected by a special jury of five indus- 
try professionals. Their task is to identi- 
fy the program or series that best 
reflects the multicultural nature of 
Canadian society. Sponsored by Multi- 
culturalism and Citizenship Canada, the 
Gemini/Gémeaux awards are adminis- 
tered by the Academy of Canadian 
Cinema and Television. 
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*_ study and encourage educational, 
training and community development 
approaches to combatting racism and 
racial discrimination. 

The ACCC project will also support 
the development of an information 
base to help colleges create, modify 
and expand the programs and services 
they offer. Plans are also under way to 
produce a comprehensive casebook 
which would serve as a resource for 
workshops in a variety of training ses- 
sions and ACCC regional seminars. 


Partners 


One of the ways Multicultural- 


ism and Citizenship Canada works _ 


towards the goal of achieving 
equality for all Canadians is by 
joining forces with different sectors 
of society. 


In the Partners section, we high- _ 


light some of the activities of these 
partnerships in action. The depart- 
ment has worked jointly with 

national organizations on many 
initiatives designed to combat 
discrimination. This issue looks at 
several of these. . 


Canadian municipalities 


and race relations 


Eliminating racism and racial dis- 
crimination in Canada requires much 


more than just government action. The 


effort must involve all sectors of soci- 
ety — business, labour, professional 
groups, community-based voluntary 
organizations and, not least, ordinary 
Canadians as they go about their daily 
lives. One of the many organizations 
with which the department has forged 
this kind of strong partnership is the 


Federation of Canadian Municipalities 


(FCM), the umbrella organization for 
most of the country’s municipalities. 
Headquartered in Ottawa, the FCM 
keeps member municipalities 
informed of current views on local 


government, through conferences, pro- 


jects and publications. In 1984, the 
FCM and the federal multiculturalism 
program jointly initiated a five-year 
plan aimed at encouraging munici- 
palities to develop race relations 
strategies. Among other things, the 
FCM’s Municipal Race Relations 
Program provides support for: 


i 
Chiefs of police plan their strategy 


As the cultural face of Canada 
changes, police forces across the coun- 
try are working to keep pace with the 
needs of the communities they serve. 
Since 1983, the Canadian Association 
of Chiefs of Police (CACP) has coop- 
erated with the Multiculturalism pro- 
gram on a number of projects designed 
to improve relations between the 
police and minority groups. 

Following a Police-Minority Sym- 
posium in 1984, and based on the 
results of three research projects on 
recruitment, intercultural training and 
police-community relations, the CACP 
and the department have undertaken 
some major initiatives. 

They include: 


¢ establishing a National Police 
Multicultural Liaison Committee; 

+ testing pilot recruitment projects in 
Quebec and the Atlantic region; 

* introducing intercultural training 
programs at the Atlantic Police 
Academy in Charlottetown and in the 
Montreal Police Department; and 

* organizing provincial conferences 
on police-minority relations. 
Currently, Multiculturalism and 
Citizenship Canada is consulting with 
federal, provincial and territorial 
deputy ministers responsible for justice 
and policing, as well as with visible 
minority communities to develop a 
national action plan on improving 
police-minority relations. 


* arace relations officer position; 

¢ the formation of a National Action 
Committee on Race Relations; 

+ the implementation of a communi- 
cations strategy; 

+ the development of a central clear- 
inghouse for information; 

¢ the production of “how-to” manuals 
on race relations; and 

¢ the planning and implementation of 
national symposia on municipal 
initiatives. 

The Federation plays a major role 
in promoting positive race relations by 
identifying action needed and follow- 
ing through with concrete community 
support. In 1989, more than 50 munic- 
ipalities issued proclamations in 
recognition of March 21, encouraging 
their residents to promote harmonious 
race relations. Moreover, about 30 
municipalities, including Saskatoon 
and Prince Albert, Saskatchewan, are 
working towards finding solutions to 
local issues by establishing their own 
race relations committees. 

At the time of writing, two “how- 
to” manuals have been produced, and 
a third, entitled “Cross-Cultural and 
Race Relations Learning — Managing 
a Multicultural Workforce’, is being 
developed. Future program plans call 
for the production of a fourth manual, 
“Equality in Employment”. In addi- 
tion, the FCM is participating in the 
promotion of March 21 and is orga- 
nizing an Atlantic Regional Sympo- 
sium on race relations to take place 
later this spring. 

Multiculturalism and Citizenship 
Canada works closely with local offi- 
cials in helping communities respond 
to the challenges of diversity and fully 
participate in our multicultural soci- 
ety. For example, the department 
recently contributed $150 000 
towards the establishment of the 
Hastings Institute, which will provide 


continued on page 14 
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CLC in the 
forefront 


The Canadian Labour Congress 
(CLC) and the federal government 
have forged an important partnership 
to help combat racism in the work- 
place. In a new three-year, $400 000 
program funded by Multiculturalism 
and Citizenship Canada, the CLC is 
delivering comprehensive training to 
tens of thousands of union shop stew- 
ards and front line-workers across the 
country, promoting the principles of 
equality. 

The federal funding will support 
the program’s three major work 
phases: 
¢ developing week-long and week- 
end courses for union members; 
¢ training union members to offer 
the same courses to their fellow mem- 
bers; and 


+ testing/evaluating the program 
through the CLC educational system 
in various locations throughout the 
country. 

Long-term plans call for the CLC 
to incorporate the training courses 
and materials into its on-going educa- 
tional program. In addition to main- 
taining two education centres, the 
CLC currently offers a wide range of 
weekend courses in 122 municipal 
regions across Canada. 


PROFILE 


Robert 
Harney: 


a personal 
remembrance 


When University 
of Toronto historian Robert F. Harney 
died in August 1989, many mourned 
the loss of a man who, perhaps more 
than any other academic in this coun- 
try, had helped to encourage and 
develop the field of Canadian ethnic 
studies. 

Professor Harney wrote extensively 
on Canada’s ethnic and immigration 
experience and lectured on the subject 
in many European countries, Australia 
and the United States. Author of 
numerous publications, including 
Immigrants, A Portrait of the Urban 
Experience, Little Italies in North 
America, Gathering Place: Peoples 
and Neighbourhoods of Toronto, and 
Dalla Frontiera Alle Little Italies, he 
was also the publisher of Polyphony, 
the journal of the Multicultural 
History Society of Ontario. 

An enthusiastic and dedicated 
scholar in the field of multicultural- 
ism, Professor Harney served as presi- 
dent of both the Canadian Ethnic 
Studies Association and the Canadian 
Italian Historical Association, Aca- 
demic Director of the Multicultural 
History Society of Ontario and Chair- 
man of Centro Scuola e Cultura 
Italiana. Shortly before his death, Pro- 
fessor Harney was appointed to the 
newly endowed Professorship and 
Program in Ethnic, Immigration and 
Pluralism Studies at the University of 
Toronto. The university’s governing 
council has since designated this posi- 
tion as the Robert F. Harney Profes- — 
sorship, in his honour, and its History 
Department has established the Robert 
F. Harney Trust. 

At last year’s biennial conference 
of the Canadian Ethnic Studies Asso- 
ciation in Calgary, Harold Troper, Pro- 
fessor of History and Philosophy at 
the Ontario Institute for Studies in 
Education, shared some personal 
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remembrances about his colleague and 
friend. Following is an excerpt 
from that speech. 

‘,. .1f he were at this conference, I 
know what he’d be doing this after- 
noon, maybe even instead of sitting at 
this luncheon. He’d have seduced a 
few of his friends into a walk through 
the inner city’s residential neighbour- 
hoods. Walking with Bob was like 
having a new set of eyes - one didn’t 
look, one saw. And the flow of easy 
patter that was so much a part of walk- 
ing with Bob was as rich an explo- 
ration of the urban ethnic landscape as 
one could hope to find in any of the 
sessions at this conference. 

“When hunger overtook intellectual 
curiosity, Bob would ferret out a little 
ethnic restaurant. Talk with the waiter 
or owner about the house specialty 
would effortlessly turn to conversation 
about the waiter’s immigrant history, 
his memories of a Calabrian, Cracow 
or Madras childhood, or the uneven 
quality of endive available in the local 
market, or the narrowness of the North 
American public palate. I remember 
more than one occasion when the 
waiter was eventually sitting at our 
table and the cook descending on us 
with old world dishes prepared ‘as 
they should be’. I’ve even been with 
Bob when the owner’s children and 
grandchildren were paraded out for his 
approval. And it is this warmth that 
I’m going to miss, that all who knew 
him are going to miss. 

“It is this same warmth that he 
brought to his professional and colle- 
gial relations. It is here that Bob’s con- 
tinuing legacy to us is rich indeed. His 
teaching of immigration history at the 
University of Toronto did more to 
open our field than anyone dare imag- 
ine. Interdisciplinary by conviction 
and of catholic interests, Bob chal- 
lenged his graduate students and col- 
leagues alike to new levels of 
intellectual inquiry. His own scholar- 
ship led the way. He wrote with grace 
and humanity about the immigrants 
who mattered to him so much and his 
pages bristle with indignation at those 
— bureaucrats, racists and even self- 
serving ethnic entrepreneurs — who 
caused immigrants pain.” 


May his legacy live on. 


COAST TO COAST 
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From the provinces... 


Provincial government offices 
responsible for multicultural issues are 
finding creative ways of responding to 
the needs of their increasingly diverse 
populations. Following is a review of 
recent initiatives taken by three 
provinces — Saskatchewan, Alberta and 
Quebec. 

A recently released report of a 
provincial task force on multicultural- 
ism, racism and discrimination is 
expected to lead to changes in the 
Saskatchewan Multiculturalism Act. 
During 12 months of study, the nine- 
member task force conducted exten- 
sive public meetings in communities 
throughout the province, and heard 
from many people who had been per- 
sonally affected 
by racism. As 
part of its review, 
the task force also 
examined the pro- 
ceedings of the 
Multicultural 
Youth Forum, 
held in late 1988. 

In its report, 
published in 
October of 1989, 
the task force put 
forward 67 rec- 
ommendations 
aimed at promoting multiculturalism 
and eliminating the social barriers fac- 
ing Saskatchewan’s Aboriginal peo- 
ples, and new Canadians arriving in 
the province. 

The report highlights the province’s 
education system as an important 
instrument for changing harmful atti- 
tudes and behaviour. Calling for a 
comprehensive review of school text- 
books, materials and curricula, the 
report stresses that the school system 
should recognize the values and beliefs 
of students from all cultural and 
heritage groups at both the formal and 
informal levels. 


The task force report also recom- 
mends: 

* expanding employment equity pro- 
grams to include visible minorities; 

* increasing heritage 
language program- 

ming in the media; 

+ developing 

accessible English- 
as-a-Second-Lan- 

guage and lifeskills 
programs for immi- 

grant women; and 

* increasing minority 
representation in govern- 
ment, the media and the edu- 
cation system. 

In Alberta, the Ministry of Culture 
and Multicultural- 
ism 1s moving 
ahead with the first 
stage of a three-tier 
strategy designed 
to ensure that all 
ethnocultural 
groups are fully 
integrated into the 
life of that 
province. As part 
of this new effort, 
ministry represen- 
tatives are devel- 
oping programs 

aimed at removing discriminatory bar- 
riers and increasing public awareness 
and understanding of Alberta’s increas- 
ingly diverse population. 

These initiatives are in response to a 
comprehensive report entitled Multi- 
culturalism: Focus for the ‘90s, which 
was released recently by the Alberta 
Multicultural Commission. The study 
proposes new directions for multicul- 
tural policy development in the 
province. 

In 1987, Quebec’s ministére des 
Communautés culturelles et de l’Immi- 
gration (Ministry of Cultural Commu- 
nities and Immigration) was given a 
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mandate to oversee a planned increase 
in the province’s immigration levels, 
with particular attention to relative 
proportions of independent and 
investor immigrants 
and to the overall 
proportion of 
francophone 
immigrants. In 
addition, the 
Ministry was 
given responsibil 
ity for the harmo- 
nious integration of 
newcomers into fran- 
cophone society and for 
ensuring the full participation of all 
cultural communities in the life of 
Quebec. 

To meet these challenges, the Min- 
istry 1s now being restructured into 
three new sectors: policy and pro- 
grams, operations, and administration. 
In addition, three new regional direc- 
torates are being set up in Quebec City, 
Sherbrooke and Hull so that clients can 
have access to integrated services. 


COAST TO COAST 
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Through the eye of the camera 


Featured below are two audio-visual 
initiatives that explore current issues in 
race relations. Both have received 
funding from Multiculturalism and 
Citizenship Canada. 

In Skin, an award-winning film 
written by Dennis Foon and directed 
by Gilbert Taylor, three visible-minor- 
ity teenagers confront the prejudice 
and discrimination they experience in 
their everyday lives at the same time as 
facing the “normal” turbulence of 
adolescence. 

Based on real-life incidents and 
information culled from interviews and 
workshops, Skin is an innovative, 
touching and sometimes humorous 
look at the hurt and suffering racial 
stereotyping can cause. 

Produced by Intercom Films Limit- 
ed with the cooperation of Multicultur- 
alism and Citizenship Canada, TV 
Ontario, Telefilm Canada and the 
Ontario Film Development Corpora- 
tion, Skin is based on a version of 
Foon’s stage play of the same name, 
which was produced at Toronto’s 
Young People’s Theatre. The film was 
aired on TVOntario in May of 1989 
and will now be distributed through the 
company’s school video program. At 
the time of writing, Skin had also been 
sold to broadcasters in Ireland, 
Singapore, Belgium and Holland. 


Skin received a Gold Award at the 
prestigious New York Film Festival in 
January, 1990, a Bronze at the Colum- 
bus Film Festival in 1989, and was a 
nominee at both the 1989 Gemini 
Awards and the Children’s Broadcast 
Institute Awards. Copies of the film are 
available from its distributor, Interna- 
tional Tele-film, 47 Densley Avenue, 
Toronto, Ontario M6M 5A8, 

(416) 241-4483. 
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In Visible Colours, a celebration of 
cinema by women of colour and Third- 
World women, was held recently in 
Vancouver. 

The festival ran from November 15 
to 19 and featured films from nearly 30 
countries around the world. Some 40 
critically acclaimed women film- and 
video-makers from Canada, Asia, 
Africa, Latin America, the United 
States, Europe, the Caribbean and 
countries of the Pacific were on hand 
to discuss their work during the event. 

In Visible Colours presented audi- 
ences with a selection of more than 80 
documentary, animated, experimental 
and narrative works, covering a broad 
spectrum of cinematic styles and cul- 
tural and political perspectives. 


Themes explored in the films included 
women and work, peace, land rights, 
exile and refugees, racism, love, 
sexuality, family and relationships. 

Two Canadian films were premiered 
at the festival: Older, Stronger, Wiser, 
directed by Dionne Brand and Claire 
Prieto, which profiles women in 
Ontario’s Black communities, and 
Unnatural Causes, a “filmeo” by Lil- 
lian Allen and Maureen Judge. Of the 
many international films screened, Ori, 
an award-winning film by Brazilian 
Raquel Gerber which documents the 
African diaspora and Black cultural 
continuity in Brazil, captured the audi- 
ence with its explosive energy. 

Running concurrently with the film 
festival was a three-day symposium 
that allowed producers and festival- 
goers alike to explore the practical 
realities of financing, producing and 
distributing films and videos. Work- 
shops and panel discussions examined 
such topics as censorship, women’s 
production co-ops, and the creation of 
new aesthetics in today’s cinema. 

In Visible Colours was an initiative 
of Women in Focus, one of three 
women’s cultural centres in Canada 
with a mandate to promote women’s 
contemporary art production in film, 
video and the visual arts. The festival 
was co-sponsored by the National Film 
Board of Canada with support from the 
Vancouver Society on Immigrant 
Women. 


VIEWPOINT 


SUEUR sv Dee RE 
Minority groups: the new quiet revolution 


by Sophia Floraskas-Petsalis, 
vice-chairperson of 

the Commission des droits de la 
personne du Québec 

(Quebec human rights commission), 


Reprinted from Le Devoir, 
September 19, 1989. 


Given the reality of a pluralistic 
society and our country’s current state 
of affairs, it is important for our politi- 
cians to find the means of ensuring the 
harmonious integration of the various 
cultural communities within the fabric 
of Quebec society, while at the same 
time respecting their differences. 

The best way to value, appreciate 
and accept a group is to see its mem- 
bers included among us and with us in 
all facets of life; this accustoms us to 
the idea that they have the same rights 
as we do and are our equals. 

For members of cultural communi- 
ties, integration within Quebec society 
means only one thing: participation on 
an equal footing in the economic, 
social, political and cultural arenas. 


A resource not to be 
squandered 

A trip along Park Avenue on the No. 
80 bus is all that it takes to realize the 
cultural diversity which characterizes 
our city of Montreal, a diversity which 
we should neither deny nor ignore. 
Still, the faces we meet on this bus are 
not particularly evident in the media. 
We do not see these people working in 
banks or government organizations. 
They have not yet joined the Public 
Service. They do not share power. 
They are not present in the places 
where decisions are made. They do 
struggle, it must be said, for survival, 
but by and large they remain on the 
sidelines, marginalized, not partici 
pating fully. 

This lack of participation causes 
them to retreat into groups of their 
own, where they feel safe and comfort- 
able. It is there that they live with their 
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pain and their suffering, clinging to 
everything associated with their 
homeland. 

In these groups lies a valuable 
resource, heretofore overlooked, which 
should be used to our advantage; it is a 
resource similar to that brought by the 
Quebeckers of old who built our coun- 
try and who, lest we forget, were them- 
selves immigrants. Let us join together 
with these citizens. Let us take advan- 
tage of all they have to offer. Let us 
treat them as full citizens. And let us 
appreciate their differences. 

To accept new Quebeckers with all 
their cultural baggage is to enrich our- 
selves as a people, as a country. It is a 
way of ensuring peace, social harmony 
and human respect. It is also a way of 
ensuring their voluntary acceptance of 
a culture and of a language which is 
supposedly “threatened”. 

New arrivals always gravitate to the 
group that accepts, values and appreci- 
ates them, to the group that opens its 
doors and allows them to share in its 
wealth. So it is not by accident, nor by 
choice, that many members of the cul- 
tural communities previously turned 
towards the Anglophones. Historically, 
this was the group that offered them 
the most opportunities for economic 
betterment and for meeting the needs 
created by their expatriation. 

Let us not forget that less than 
twenty years ago, Jewish and Greek 
Orthodox children were barred from 
Catholic schools. An entire generation 
of children, Quebec-born children at 
that, were affected by this discrimina- 
tory rule and forced to turn towards 
English. I was one of those children, 
but despite this distinction, my parents 
insisted that I learn French. And they 
were not alone: they were just like the 
parents who recently held a vigil out- 
side a Montreal school so that their 
children could continue to learn the 
national language. Yes, there are par- 
ents like these who see the need for 
integration. Let us not lose them. 


Need for affirmative action 

My work with the Commission des 
droits de la personne du Québec has 
made me aware of the acuteness and 
depth of the problems affecting the 
cultural communities. The only way I 
can see to rectify this situation lies in 
the need for firm measures and affir- 
mative action, for steps such as those 
promised by people like Premier 
Bourassa to ensure that 12 per cent of 
Public Service employees come from 
minorities, and for noble gestures such 
as those made by three councillors in 
Outremont who resigned to protest 
remarks made by Gérald Pelletier crit- 
icizing the Hasidic community. It is in 
these actions and gestures that the 
seeds of hope are sown. 


A place in the sun 

At this point in our history, we are 
faced with a very important choice as 
to the type of society we wish to cre- 
ate. Will it be one in which two well- 
divided groups allow frustration, 
discontent, tension and contempt to 
rule the day, or will it be a society in 
which everyone rejoices in the right to 
participate fully and equally in all 
areas? 

Therein lies the challenge posed by 
a pluralistic society such as ours, a 
challenge which must be taken up 
today by our leaders from all political 
parties. 

For members of minorities, it is a 
question of rights which must be rec- 
ognized. For Quebec society, the 
advantages to be gained from this 
resource are enormous. 

In the 1960s, French Quebeckers, 
who themselves had been excluded 
from the corridors of power in their 
country, led a quiet revolution and 
gained their rightful place in the sun. 

The 1990s will no doubt be the  set- 
ting of another quiet revolution, this 
time led by minority groups seeking 
and claiming their own place in the 
sun. 


a aes ee eee 
A celebration for readers and writers 


Once again last October, writers, 
editors, publishers, performers and 
readers from across Canada and 
around the world gathered in Vancou- 
ver for the second annual celebration 
of the literary arts at the Vancouver 
International Writers Festival. 


Building on the success of the first 
festival, held in 1988, organizers 
brought together a cross-section of 
both new and established writers. The 


five-day Festival, which was designed 
to appeal to confirmed book-lovers and 
at the same time attract new audiences, 
offered diversity, entertainment and 
direct access for readers to the authors 
attending. For the first time last year, a 
significant component of the festival 
focused on minority writers. 

More than 45 events covered a 
gamut of topics, including science fic- 
tion, poetry, the art of translation, and 
even how to make money by writing. 
In one forum, the public joined in a 
discussion on racism in Canadian liter- 
ature, including such issues as the 
experience of “ethnic minority” writers 
and the role of publishers and educa- 
tors in eliminating racism through 
the print medium. 


International Chinese film festival 


What started out as a small Chinese 
film series is now a widely acclaimed 
international film festival. It all began 
three years ago, when members of 
Concordia University’s Chinese 
Neighbourhood Society presented 14 
Chinese films as part of a cultural 
event in Montreal. The response was 
so enthusiastic that organizers decided 
to expand the series and make it an 
annual event. Since then, Montreal’s 
International Chinese Film Festival 
hasn’t looked back. 

The 1989 festival, which ran from 
May 26 to June 2, featured more than 
50 films and video presentations, 
including the award-winning Red 
Sorghum, a film from the People’s 
Republic of China. Attracting over 
21 000 people, the festival included 
painting and photography exhibitions 
and panel discussions by well-known 
scholars of Chinese cinema. 

One special event was a multi- 
media presentation entitled “The Mak- 
ing of The First Emperor of China”. 


This 40-minute docu-drama tells the 
story behind the epic Canada-China 
co-production that drew on film-mak- 
ing talents from both sides of the 
Pacific. 

Presented by InterCinéArt, the film 
festival has received international 
recognition, in part because it brings 
together films from Chinese communi- 


SHOWCASE 


Among the more than 50 guests 
attending the Festival (including such 
international stars as Martin Amis and 
Peter Ustinov) were many Canadian 
writers such as Evelyn Lau, Paul Yee, 
Neil Bissoondath, Bharati Mukherjee, 
Lee Maracle and Nicholas Woo. 
Immediately after each event, the writ- 
ers met informally with members of 
the public and autographed copies of 
their works. 

In several other sessions and read- 
ings the public was encouraged to par- 
ticipate in discussions with writers 
about what it meant to them to work in 
a multicultural society such as Cana- 
da’s. A lively debate followed a read- 
ing by Bharati Mukherjee. 


ties in the People’s Republic of China, 
Hong Kong, China-Taipei (Taiwan) 
and North America. According to 
organizers, this helps to forge vital 
links among Chinese people living in 
various parts of the world. Planning for 
the 1990 festival is now under way and 
the launch is set for May 24. 


SHOWCASE 


Housing and Racial Discrimination 
in Canada by Frances Henry (bilin- 
gual), August 1989, 53 p. 

This recently released report looks 
at current levels of knowledge about 
racial discrimination in the area of 
housing. Based on a review of the liter- 
ature and consultations with public 
agency Officials, the study identifies 
relevant legislation and discusses poli- 
cies and programs relating to racial 
discrimination and housing in Canada. 
It also examines documented evidence 
of racial discrimination and percep- 
tions of discrimination among mem- 
bers of minority groups. Finally, the 
author reviews her findings in relation 
to the federal government’s policies on 
multiculturalism. 


continued from page 8 

information and assistance to Vancou- 
ver-area organizations on issues such 
as employment equity, discriminatory 
barriers, and the rapid social changes 
resulting from increased participation 
in the workplace by women, visible 
minorities, Native peoples and the dis- 
abled. On the east coast, the City of 
Halifax has received $180 000 to sup- 
port the establishment of a race rela- 
tions committee and the development 


Non-Traditional ESL: A Bibliogra- 
phy, by Linda Librande and Stan Jones 
(English), April 1988, 23 p. 

Drawing on materials from Carleton 
University’s resource centres and 
information from teachers working in 
the field, this publication provides 
references for English-as-a-Second- 
Language (ESL) programs and materi- 
als that attempt to reach new audiences 
in new locations by new means. The 
bibliography is divided into three 
parts: conventional hard-copy refer- 
ences; references relating to television, 
radio, video and distance education 
programs; and programs offering non- 
traditional ESL (community-based, 
workplace-centred and tutoring). 

Visible Minorities in Canada, 1986: 
A Graphic Overview, by Marjorie 
Lambert, Michel Ledoux and Ravi 
Pendakur (bilingual), 80 p. 

Basing its findings on data from the 
1986 Census, this report presents a 
graphic overview of selected demo- 
graphic and socio-economic character- 
istics of Canada’s visible minority 
population, including Black and/or 
Caribbean people, Chinese, Japanese, 


of local employment equity and public 
education strategies. 

As well, the City of Toronto’s Com- 
mittee on Community and Race Rela- 
tions received a grant of $82 000 to 
promote activities related to its decla- 
ration of 1989 as “The Year of Racial 
Harmony”. The Committee commis- 
sioned a special poster and organized 
poetry, art and photography competi- 


tions. All Toronto residents were urged 


to become part of this celebratory year. 


Koreans, Filipinos, South Asians, West 
Asians and Arabs, Southeast Asians, 
Latin Americans and Pacific Islanders. 
Prepared by the Policy and Research 
Directorate of the department’s Multi- 
culturalism Sector. 

Economics of Immigration and 
Racial Discrimination: A Literature 
Survey (1970-1984) by Ather H. 
Akbari (English), 1989, 63 p. 

This publication provides a summa- 
ry and literature review of modern 
Canadian and international research on 
the economics of immigration and 
racial discrimination. Focusing on pub- 
lished and professional works listed in 
the Journal of Economic Literature’s 
“index of articles” for the period 1970 
to 1984, the author examines the 
impact of immigration on variables 
such as income distribution, welfare, 
trade, employment and the use of pub- 
lic services. Also discussed are the 
economic implications of discrimina- 
tion particularly labour market dis- 
crimination and appropriate 
methodologies for measuring the 
impact of such discrimination. 
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